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ENSO: 
• Current: ENSO-neutral  
• Outlook: There is an approximately 65% chance that El Niño conditions will be present during 
the Northern Hemisphere winter and last into the Northern Hemisphere spring 2015. 
• Updated discussion released on Thursday, January 8 
 

MJO and other subseasonal tropical variability: 
• The MJO remains active with the enhanced convective phase over the eastern Maritime 
Continent and West Pacific.  
• Most dynamical model MJO index forecasts and statistical tools depict a continuation of a 
MJO signal although some differences exist on the strength and speed of the signal. 
 
Extratropics: 
• The current phase of the MJO supports 500-hpa height falls across the North Pacific during 
the next 5 to 10 days which is consistent with model guidance.  
• Increasingly wet pattern for the West Coast during Week-2.  
• Temperature outlook is more uncertain.  

Synopsis of Climate Modes 





IR Satellite & 200-hpa Velocity Potential Anomalies 

Green: Enhanced Divergence    Brown: Enhanced Convergence  



MJO Observation/Forecast 

GFS ECMWF 

Wheeler-Hendon based analyses of GFS model forecast 

indicates a persistent MJO. 



Average Conditions when the MJO is present 
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GFS Precipitation Forecasts 
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Favored Areas for TC Development: NCEP GEFS 



Connections to U.S. Impacts 
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Week 2 – Temperature and Precipitation 
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